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Membership Matters to Chris Moody  
 

NEXT MEETING:      Thursday  11th February  at 10.00 am. 

 

Bradies Tavern, 748 Wellington Street, Strathfieldsaye 
 

Apologies to Secretary, Robyn Mannes email: strathprobus@yahoo.com 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  

 

We have made it to a New Year. 2020 it will be a year we will never forget in a hurry. It will be a source 

of several conversations for many years to come. It also allowed people to realise just what they were 

capable of when the need arises. We are looking forward to the return to group activities and meetings.  

As a community, hopefully we will be able to return to something that resembles a normal lifestyle, with 

some modifications to keep everyone safe. Covid 19 has had a big influence on what we could do in our life. 

A highlight has been the effort that many members have made to keep in contact with each other, and contribute toward 

their overall wellbeing, especially in times of isolation. This has been much appreciated. I am sure many of you have 

enjoyed the calls or visits by members and will continue to welcome this interaction in the future. 

Our January meeting was a great success at the Bendigo Botanic Gardens at White Hills with 65 attending. Anne and 

Judith, from Friends of the Gardens gave us the history and what the group have plans to do in the future. So good to see 

so many of our members and catch up for a chat.  

Looking forward to having our February meeting at Bradies Tavern, followed by lunch at the venue. 

Last week when our temperature reached 40 degrees, our family in the UK, woke to see the heaviest snow for many 

years. What a contrast in the weather from northern hemisphere to the southern part of the world. Friday’s downpour in 

Bendigo was something to see with 70 mm falling in a short time. You can see the grass growing and with the warmer 

weather we will need to mow the lawn. 

Defibrillator has been installed at the Strathfieldsaye Church Hall. Instructions on the use of the Defibrillator will be 

held at a convenient time as soon as practical. 

Congratulations to Brian McMennemin on receiving his O.A.M in the Australia Day Awards. 
 

Yours in Probus: Pam Williams 
 

WEAR YOUR BADGE WITH PRIDE 

 

YOU ONLY LIVE ONCE, SO CHOOSE TO BE HAPPY 

 

LOVE UNCONDITIONALLY, BE GOOD TO YOURSELF 

 

ALWAYS BE GRATEFUL, SMILE MORE 

 

 

Congratulations to John and Rhonda Rye, they will celebrate their  

60th Diamond Wedding Anniversary on February 11th 
  

http://probussouthpacific.org/microsites/strathfieldsaye/Home
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   HAPPY BIRTHDAYS:  February: 13th Gwen HARDACRE, 13th Marta BIRRELL  

15th Joan ROGAN, 20th Ian BAKER, 21st Jenni NICHOLLS, 27th Joan SPEERS,   

March: 9th Keith HALL, 15th Dan O’CONNOR. 
 

 

SPEAKER: 

 

 Following our meeting on Thursday 11th February, at Bradies our 

speaker will be Joy Roy, and her topic is “Building a Dragon”.  

         Ian Cross 
 

Quote: Happiness is not a goal; it is a by- product   Eleanor Roosevelt 

 

WELFARE REPORT: 

Margaret Sayle is in the process of taking over a new unit at Freedom Strath Hill. She is feeling much better, 

and is Looking forward to her new lifestyle. Please give Margaret a tingle 0428 438 863 or call in to see her. 

Ruth Rule is due to meet with her specialist in February for ongoing treatment plans. Ruth is very keen to get 

Scrabble afternoons going again and will commence Thursday 25th February.                                              

Details in Prosaye. 0447 435 081. 

Joan Rogan has spent a couple of nights in hospital, she is home now but she will require tests etc. 

In the next few weeks.  5439-4734.  

We extend our best wishes to our not so wellers for a speedy recovery. 

I can only contact our sick members if I know they are sick, so please let me know of any sickies. 
 

Brian McMennemin O.A.M. 
 

  SOCIAL ACTIVITIES -   FEBRUARY/MARCH 2021 

  Morning Coffee: Monday 22nd February at 10.30am, 
Latte Lads Cafe, Shop 9, Strath Village 

 

Dinner:  Thursday 25th February at 6.30pm, 
National Hotel, High Street, Bendigo 
 

 Craft: Wednesday 3rd March. Venue and time will be discussed at February meeting. 
 

As venues are operating with strict guidelines as to the number of people permitted in their premises at any 
one time, lists will be essential for all organised functions. These will be available at the February meeting. 

 

            Joan Rogan 
 

 LUNCH:   Following our meeting on Thursday 11th February we will staying for lunch  

   at the Bradies Tavern. 

Please put your name on the list on the day, so the hotel can be  

   advised of numbers attending the lunch.   Athalie Ayson 
  

WALKS: 

 

With the warmer weather in January and February we will be restarting walks in March.  

In the meantime, keep cool and active and look after yourselves! 

 

SCRABBLE: At Ruth Rules, Thursday 25th February 1.30pm, 19 Nish Street, 

Then on the 4th Thursday of each month, all welcome. 

Ruth Rule 

 
 

  TRIPS & TOURS:    Looking at some options, watch this space.       Margaret Knowles 

    Margaret is spending her Birthday on an Island overseas, enjoying seafood and cheese. 
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 MORNING MUSIC AT THE CAPITAL: 2021 
  

 In March 2020 some of you were expecting to view The Belles of Broadway at the Capital on 

23rd but of course the unimaginable happened and all activities for March were cancelled. 

Those who had paid to go opted to have their $14 “RETURNED AT THE NEXT MEETING”. 
 

Who would have believed that was going to be 10 months later? I have sorted all but 2 of these refunds. 

Please give me a call if I owe you $14. 
 

In 2020 all City of Bendigo volunteers were advised there would be no such activity until further notice. At 

this stage in 2021 I have not received word of volunteering beginning again so have decided not to offer 

Morning Melodies group bookings as things are still so up in the air. 
 

Thanks to all who supported this venture. We experienced some great music.   Marg Harkin 
 

Brian hits a high after 70 years of performing 
 

Congratulations Brian McMennemin on receiving your  

Order of Australia Medal for services to music. 

 

Brian isn’t sure why he took an interest in music. But after 70 years of 

performing, he is a recipient of an Order of Australia Medal for service to music 

through brass bands.  

I can’t explain it. When I got the letter and it said being considered I just 

thought “it can’t be”, he said. “You feel a bit embarrassed because you think 

there’s hundreds of others, I’ve meet through 70 years of performing that 

should have it.  

At age 17 Brian would experience the thrill of performing to thousands of 

people when he played with the Air Force Band at the 1956 Olympic Games in 

Melbourne.  

I joined five months before the Olympics started and played there almost every day. I remember standing outside 

the MCG waiting to play at the opening ceremony and it was like electric.  

Since moving to Bendigo in the mid 1970’s, Brian has conducted, preformed or directed the Bendigo Central Band, 

the Hopetoun Municipal Band, the Eaglehawk Citizens Band and the Maris Brass Band Bendigo. He is also a life 

member of the Victorian Bands League. When asked what he enjoyed about music his answer was simple.  

“I just love it”, he said. “You also have a lot of fun. The better you play the more fun you have”. 

 

OUR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING is coming up Thursday 11th March. 

 

We ask each of you to give serious consideration to either nominate someone or accept nomination for our 

2021-22 Office Bearers and committee. 

Nomination Forms will be at our February meeting or available from our Secretary Robyn Mannes. 

Forms should be lodged 21 days prior to the AGM. 

Please put your hand up to take on a job, we can’t run the club without your support and Office Bearers. 

Some members may be willing to continue with their positions they have been holding during 2020-21, just 

make it known to incoming President Joe Van Dillion. 
 

Why you should become a Probus Club Office Bearer?  

 

PROBUS has created ways for you to achieve personal fulfillment in retirement, make new friendships and 

charter new horizons which will involve fellowship and fun. Why not simultaneously improve the quality of 

your life and contribute to improving the wellbeing and lifestyle of active retirees within your community. 

As a member of your Probus Club Management Committee you would be embracing new and exciting 

challenges, and have the opportunity to participate in a management role performed in an atmosphere of 

fellowship, friendship and fun.        Joe Van Dillion   
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A mechanic was removing a cylinder head from the motor of a Harley Davidson 

Motorcycle when he spotted a well-known heart surgeon in his shop. The surgeon 

was there waiting for the service manager to come take a look at his bike, when the 

mechanic shouted across the garage, "Hey Doc, can I ask you a question "  

The surgeon, a bit surprised, walked over to where the mechanic was working on 

the motorcycle.  

The mechanic straightened up, wiped his hands on a rag and asked, "So Doc, look at 

this engine. I open its heart, take the valves out, repair any damage, and then put 

them back in, and when I finish, it works just like new. So, how come I get such a small 

salary and you get the big bucks, when you and I are doing basically the same work?"  

The surgeon paused, smiled and leaned over, and whispered to the mechanic. "Try doing it with the engine running."  

  

Old Timers Bar  
Four old retired guys are walking down a street in London. They turn a 

corner and see a sign that says, Old Timers Bar - ALL DRINKS 10p. They 

look at each other and then go in, thinking, this is too good to be true.  

 

The old landlord says in a voice that carries across the room, "Come 

on in and let me pour one for you! What'll it be, gentlemen?” 

There's a fully stocked bar, so each of the men orders a pint of 

bitter.  

 

In no time the landlord serves up four frothing pints of bitter and 

says, "That'll be 10p each, please.” The four guys stare at the 

landlord for a moment, then at each other. They can't believe their 

good luck. They pay the 40p, finish their pints and order another 

round.  

 

Again, four excellent pints are produced, with the landlord again saying, "That's 40p, please.” They pay the 40p, but their 

curiosity gets the better of them. They've each had two pints and haven't even spent a £1 yet. 

 

Finally, one of them says, "How can you afford to serve a pint of Bitter as good as this for a 10p a pint?” "I'm a retired tailor," 

the landlord says, "and I always wanted to own a bar. Last year I hit the Lottery Jackpot for £25 million and decided to open this 

place. Every drink costs 10p. Wine, spirits, beer. It's all the same.” "Wow! That's some story!" one of the men says.  

 

As the four of them sip at their pints of beer, they can't help noticing seven other people at the end of the bar who don't have 

any drinks in front of them and haven't ordered anything the whole time they've been there. 

 

Nodding at the seven at the end of the bar, one of the men asks the landlord, "What's with them?”  

The landlord says, "They're retired people from Scotland. They're waiting for Happy Hour when drinks are half-price."  

 

 

 

 

 



I’m normally a social girl  
 

I’m normally a social girl 
I love to meet my mates  

But lately with the virus here  

We can’t go out the gates.  
 

You see, we are the ‘oldies’ now 

We need to stay inside  

If they haven’t seen us for a while 

They’ll think we’ve upped and died.  
 

They’ll never know the things we did  

Before we got this old  

There wasn’t any Facebook  

So not everything was told.  
 

We may seem sweet old ladies  

Who would never be uncouth?  

But we grew up in the 60s –  

If you only knew the truth!  
 

There was sex and drugs and rock ‘n roll  

The pill and miniskirts  

We smoked, we drank, we partied  

And were quite outrageous flirts.  
 

Then we settled down, got married  

And turned into someone’s mum, 

Somebody’s wife, then nana,  

Who on earth did we become?  
 

We didn’t mind the change of pace  

Because our lives were full  

But to bury us before we’re dead  

Is like red rag to a bull!  

 

 

By Pam Ayres 
 

 

 

 

 

 
So here you find me stuck inside  

For 4 weeks, maybe more  

I finally found myself again  

Then I had to close the door!  
 

It didn’t really bother me  

I’d while away the hour  

I’d bake for all the family  

But I’ve got no bloody flour!  
 

Now Netflix is just wonderful I 

like a gutsy thriller  

I’m swooning over Idris  

Or some random sexy killer.  
 

At least I’ve got a stash of booze  

For when I’m being idle  

There’s wine and whiskey, even 

gin If I’m feeling suicidal! 
 

So, let’s all drink to lockdown 

To recovery and health  

And hope this bloody virus  

Doesn’t decimate our wealth.  
 

We’ll all get through the crisis  

And be back to join our mates  

Just hoping I’m not far too wide  

To fit through the flaming gates  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

-: Do You Remember: - 
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WHAT IS A CLOTHES LINE? 

A clothes line is more that it seems. It is a wind gauge and a barometer; a head count and a means test. 
You can judge a woman by her kitchen and a house by its clothed line-- for the whole family hangs from it. 

A house with children in it can be recognized from three gardens away. It will have not only a main clothes line, but 

several branch lines, and every one of them will be heavy with traffic. If there is a baby in the house, the thing will be 

easier still. An adult house can bulk its washing and choose its days, but baby-house washes clothes as often as it washes 
table gear.  

"Everything comes out in the wash" is only half a truth, for the rest comes out in the wash basket. The clothes line is the real 

informer. It has no loyalties and it keeps nothing back. A man may wear a bright coloured patch very close to him without 

his colleagues in the office being any the wiser, but he cannot keep his shame from neighbours on washing day. 

A line of washing has no dignity. It is at once ludicrous and pathetic, and the things that hang from it 
are caricatures of humanity itself. They show us up for what we are, walking wardrobes padded out to a fictitious bulk 

and gravity. We are stuffed men, as heavy with linings as an onion, and when our peelings hang in the breeze, they look 

lonely without us. Clothes may make the man, but it is just as true to say man makes the clothes, for without us, they 

have neither character nor significance, and all the wind in the world cannot fill an empty sleeve 

A line of washing reveals some secrets, but it thins down the number of secrets. It grades us 

into age groups and income groups, but it shows in these categories we are much of a muchness underneath, A touch 

of soap and water makes the whole world kin and the wringer is the great equalizer. 

Every drying sock looks forlorn and unloved, and no one could tell the judges from the docker's.  

When we are all hung up on the line, we all look alike. 
 

 
FAVOURITE BOILED FRUIT CAKE   Carole Moody 

 

2 ¼ cups sultans    ½ cups brandy 

1 ½ cups chopped raisins   ½ cups water (or ¼ cup lemon juice, ¼ cup orange juice) 

1 ½ cups currants    5 eggs lightly beaten 

½ cup mixed peel    1 teaspoon treacle   

¾ cup halved glace cherries  2 teaspoons grated orange rind 

¼ cup chopped pineapple dried  1 teaspoon grated lemon rind 

¼ cup chopped apricots   1 ¾ cups plain flour 

250 g butter    1/3 cup self-raising flour 

1 cup brown sugar, firmly packed  ½ teaspoon bicarbonate of soda 

 

Method: 

Combine fruit, butter, sugar, brandy and water in saucepan. Stir constantly over heat without boiling until sugar is dissolved. Bring 

to the boil, reduce heat, simmer covered 10 minutes. Transfer to large bowl; cool to room temperature. 

Grease a deep 23cm round (or deep 19cm square) cake pan, line base and side with 2 thicknesses of paper bringing paper 5cm above 

edge of pan. 

Add eggs, treacle and rinds to fruit mixture, stir until combined. Stir in sifted dry ingredients. Spread mixture evenly into prepared 

pan. If desired decorate with glace cherries and almonds.  

Bake in slow oven for about 2 ½ hours. Cover cake with foil, cool in pan. 

Keeping time: 3 months 

 

 BOWLES: 1 am going to try to set up a game for players and newbies at Bendigo East, 

later in March. We thought if we could have both groups (e.g., barefoot/fun & club players) we 

could add a few things to make it fun and interesting. Anyone wishing to come along I will need 

names/phone numbers on the list at the meeting.      Cliff Butler 
 

I don't like to commit myself about heaven and hell-- you see I have friends in both places 
 
 
 

  

Wife from the kitchen to her husband lazing 

in the lounge, 

Wife: "what are you going to do today?" 

Husband: "Nothing" 

Wife: "But you did that yesterday" 

Husband: "Yeh, I know but I didn't finish". 
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President Pam got to preside over her first meeting and wear the chain of office. 

A very informative presentation from the 

ladies from Friends of the Garden. 

Members enjoying the outdoors 

and one another’s company. 

President Pam and Rev. Rob 

Edwards, at the installation of 

our Defibrillator. 


