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This Bulletin is for the information of the members of the Strathfieldsaye Combined Probus Club Inc.
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Please note all information for the Prosaye must be submitted to the editor by 25" of the month.
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. & December Birthdays
* & X December 2" — Ellen Hassett, December 3" — Lindsay Gronow
Ly December 6™ — Heather Bell and Sam Ayson,
| P P ¢ December 13" — Eunice Cartner, December 14™ — Sid Spofforth,
e @s December 17" — Erica Raco and Marg Van Dillen,
) T D December 21 — Barbara Dellar, December 27" — Melva Hall,
* - ¢ December 28" — Chris Parker

Special Good Wishes to Eunice on a very significant Celebration.

President’s Report
Dear Strathprobians, Merry Christmas!

Here we are at the end of another fantastic year of Fun, Friendship and Fellowship... and yes, Food, as many
of our recent outings have reminded us. November was (and is) full of activity, excellent attendance, and
plenty of community spirit, setting us up perfectly for a wonderful festive season.

On behalf of the Committee, | would like to add special thanks to all in the final Prosaye of 2025.

o General Meeting — 13 November 2025
We enjoyed an excellent turnout with:

e 82 members present out of 112

o 21 apologies

e 5 visitors (Hilma Amos, Shirley McDonald, Jenny Miller, Graeme Miller and Sandra Sharman,
welcomed by our Secretary Jennifer Willis)

A terrific result as we approach Christmas and a strong sign that our club community remains energetic and
engaged.

A special thank you to our Guest Speaker Margaret Keech OAM, who shared her remarkable involvement in
Dragon Boat Racing. A fascinating insight into teamwork, resilience, and community sport.

e Club Activities — November Highlights
Mystery Tour — 6 November

John Campbell and the T&T team kept the secrets well-guarded, delivering another memorable outing.
Highlights included:

« A warm welcome and afternoon tea courtesy of the Wama Foundation

o Adelicious lunch at Pomonal Estate Winery

e A generous $160 donation to Wama from the bus group (hat passed around!)
Thanks to John and all the Trips and Tours Team
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Caravans & Cabins — Lake Hume As featured in the November Prosaye, Lake Hume delivered everything
from BBQ diplomacy to chicken-and-champagne race day—and even an enthusiastic “Tart de Jour.”
Thank you to Helen and Lindsay Gronow for another outstanding trip.

Interest Groups

Walkers, Coffee, Craft, Scrabble, Wine Appreciation, Family History and more all remained active and well-
attended. Your participation is what keeps these groups strong. Thanks to all those that put in the extra yards
for all to enjoy!

« Door Prize: Congratulations to Lois Symes, who won the $50 Bendigo RSL voucher. Thank you again
to the Bendigo RSL for its continued support.

o NOTE 2026 Committee Nominations are now open. Forms will be issued with this December Prosaye.
Please consider putting your hand up—we thrive when many contribute.

Thanks in advance for all of the budding Nominees

o Looking Forward — November - December in particular

. Wine Appreciation — Sunday 30 November, St Anne’s Winery: wine tasting and light lunch
available. A great finish to the month.

Christmas Luncheon — Thursday 11 December (Bendigo RSL)

Our biggest social event of the year!
We are hoping for a full house, a great meal, and a wonderful way to finish 2025 together. Please ensure
payment is finalised.

o Final Word for 2025

As we close the year, | want to thank each and every member for your support, humour, ideas and participation.
Whether you walked, stitched, toured, sipped, sang, shared a story, passed the hat, led an outing, welcomed a
visitor, or simply turned up—you contributed to another outstanding Probus year.

To borrow and slightly modernized an old line:

“Ask not what SCPC can do for you—but what fun, friendship and fellowship you can bring to SCPC.”
(Thanks again, JFK.)

Wishing you all a joyful Christmas season and looking forward to a bright and active 2026.
Kind regards

Greg Todd

President

Strathfieldsaye Combined Club

NB Included with this month’s Prosaye are notification of the Annual General Meeting and Nomination
Forms for the 2026-2027 Committee
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Treasurer’s Report: for details see the Minutes

Please direct any financial enquiries to the Treasurer —

Robyn Mannes

Membership Report
The Membership stands at 112

Book Exchange.

If you have books at home that you have read and would like to move on and ::'c’:: | ;:Zi

obtain some cheap (Free) reading material, please see Kay Campbell at the = R
meeting.

Welfare Report

If you or if you know of any members in the club that need physical,

emotional, or spiritual support, please contact Brian who will endeavour to
{ obtain the appropriate assistance required. All contacts with Brian are

confidential and are only passed onto the executive with your express

permission.

Brian McMennemin:

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES — December 2025

Craft

\B\_/ The Craft Group Christmas Lunch will be on December 3" at the Belmont
1 & Hotel, 17 Skene Street, Bendigo
C’Q/ y/// Enquires Maaike Honeychurch & Joan Rogan

=

Lunch after the January Meeting
The Queen’s Arms Hotel, 25 Russell Street, Bendigo

If attending place your name on the list provided at the meeting, one name per line please.
Marg Van Dillen
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Walks will resume after the Summer heat has passed.

Michael Greenall

Wednesday Weekly Walks (WWW)

Last week, we had an excellent turn up for our WWW (Wednesday Weekly Walks)
We had nine participants and two dogs who all enjoyed a walk along the Sheepwash Creek.
It was beautiful weather and good company. Afterwards we all enjoyed a coffee. «

We meet at the PO for an 8.30am start, walk for about 3/4 hour to an hour and then enjoy a coffee
afterwards.
If you need any more information, contact me Yvonne Flynn

SCRABBLE: s Scrabble
There will be no scrabble in December « Word with Friends
Joan Rogan » Crossword Puzzles

¢ More!

Helper, Cheats & Dictionary!

FAMILY HISTORY GROUP

No meeting in December

Carolyn Bartlett

Famlly Lrep

Dining Out

At our recent ‘Dining Out’ we were privileged to join in the
celebrations of John Todd’s 101% Birthday. Lively, as usual!
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TRIPS & TOURS

The Magical Mystery Tour (apologies to The Beatles)

Be at Crook Street by 8.00 am! The usual Probus insomniacs were there “waiting” while the rest sauntered into the
car park in dribs and drabs. But all were ready by the designated time and the bus was loaded with the morning tea
“sweeties”. Where are we going (back to days of yore — are we there yet). Guess after guess — nope not right. We
stopped just after 9.00 for a very early morning tea. Out came the “sweeties” but a lot was re-packed for refreshment
later in the day. Back on the bus — to where? Maryborough, (hope), Avoca (nope), Ararat (nope) —a mumbled
Moyston (nope). Suddenly POMONAL! (Yep) — Yvonne Noble knew her stuff. She informed us that she has bought
a lot of plants for her garden at Pomonal nurseries, which are famous for ensuring that threatened native species are
preserved and that during the recent fire the plants were distributed out of the area to ensure their survival.

Upon reaching Pomonal a local “fiery” got on board the bus and related the dangers and effect of the recent fires in the
area. As we went along the main roads, he explained that the roads acted like long wicks and the flames followed the
roads through the community at a great rate destroying everything in its path. The roads meandered through the
paddocks with many blackened trees amid a few that were slowly regenerating. It was easy to see where the
expression “beyond the black stump” originated.

We travelled slowly down the main residential road of Pomonal where we could see the ghostly outline of houses that
had been destroyed. Standing alone in several of the destroyed properties were single Gymea Lillies, their 2—3-meter
spikes towering defiantly in the burnt barren ground around them. Twenty-five houses were destroyed and so far, only
4 have been re-built. Many of the older residents have completely left the area.

We stopped at the Pomonal Estate Winery. While it was a limited menu (3 items) the meals were of excellent quality.
Judging by the comments the “Pork “was the apparent favorite. Several people bought a platter of 5 wines for tasting.
—verdict — very good. However, with all those glasses in front of people it did look like we have “a drinking problem”
at Strathfieldsaye Probus.

We next stopped at WAMA — an organization that promotes art within the natural environment. The modern well-lit
building led into a huge set of rooms which were pitch black and suddenly erupted in giant pictures of a body splayed
on glacier ice. The ominous noise of trickling melt water over the ice added to the disturbing presentation.

People walked through the as yet undeveloped gardens. It will be quite an unusual experience when it is fully
developed. As people came inside ready to set off again, they were informed that Joan Judd had become unwell. We
have many people in our group with medical expertise and true to form they knew what to do with a minimum of fuss.
They made Joan comfortable and decided that an ambulance was required. The ambulance finally came after a one
and half hour wait. Fortunately, Joan had sufficiently recovered for the ambulance paramedics to be confident enough
to allow her to come home in the bus.

An unexpected side benefit of our extra stay at WAMA was that as we had to wait, people sat in groups and got to
know each other much better, swapping experiences, jokes and anecdotes. Probus has a membership profile with
people who have had a lot of life experiences. They took the emergency in their stride, no panic, no grumbles. The
WAMA people were very supportive and provided free coffee and tea to which we added our “sweeties” from earlier
in the day. To show our appreciation we had a “whip around” for the WAMA staff. They were overcome with
gratitude.

We finally set off for home at 5.30 pm. Along the way John Campbell, indulging his passion for possession of a
microphone, regaled us with a 10-minute tsunami of jokes, many of which evoked genuine bursts of laughter while the
inevitable DAD jokes produced prolonged very audible groans.

"fun, friendship and fellowship in retirement”.
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We arrived back at 8.00 pm. Our last official act was to take a group photo with the bus as our back drop. Pat Tobin,
showed he had experience in herding cats and finally got the picture taken.

A most magical mystery tour. A tour we all will fondly remember and appreciate.

Christmas Lunch
The Christmas Lunch will be at the RSL, 73-75 Havilah Road, Long Gully.

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS, IF YOU ARE INTENDING TO WEAR ANY SORT OF
HEAD WEAR i.e. SANTA HAT ETC TO OUR CHRISTMAS LUNCH, PLEASE BE AWARE
THAT YOU CAN ONLY HAVE IT ON YOUR HEAD WHILE IN THE ROOM WHERE WE
ARE HAVING OUR FUNCTION.

ALL OTHER AREAS WTHIN THE RSL, HEAD WEAR IS NOT ALLOWED.

Caravans and Cabins
Lindsay has indicated that something is afoot around March 16" 2026

For the Fridge Door

December 37, 10t | 8.30 am Wednesday Weekly Walks — Strathfieldsaye Post Office
17™ and ??

December 3rd 12.30 am Craft Group Christmas Lunch, Belmont Hotel
December 9th 10.00 am Committee Meeting

December 11t Christmas Lunch, RSL

January 6th 10.00 am Committee Meeting

January 8% 10.00 am Probus Meeting
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