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Strathfieldsaye Probus Website: http://probussouthpacific.org/microsites/strathfieldsaye/Home 

 
NEXT MEETING:  

is scheduled for Thursday Apri 10th  at the Strathfieldsaye Community Church, 

920 Wellington Street, Strathfieldsaye, at 10.00am 
Apologies to the Secretary, Jennifer Willis 

  gregwillis47@optusnet.com.au  

 
 

EDITOR’s Contact details:  Tara Coppa,  

This Bulletin is for the information of the members of the Strathfieldsaye Combined Probus Club Inc.  

 

 
Morning 

Tea 

Assistance 

 

 

Gwen Hardacre, 

Yvonne Campbell, Kaye Lewis and Marg Crawford 

Hall Set up & 

pack up.  

 

Sam Ayson, Tom Flynn 

 

 

Please note all information for the Prosaye must be submitted to the editor by 25th of the month. 
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President’s Report 
 

 

 

 

President’s Report - March 2025 

Welcome one and all and thankyou to Geoff and those that requested I put my 

“Acceptance” chat into PROSAYE, always great to kill 2 birds with one stone so 

to speak. Sorry to Sally for the Golfing reminder, you can ask her about that one. 

We are still after a Vice President for those who may wish to step out and “have 

a go” and also our Dining Out Guru Yvonne MacDonald is happy to retire and 

have a break from the position after a few years of “Dining Excellence”. Please 

consider having a go to give Yvonne a break or a hand, there is nothing overly 

difficult because the history and groundwork is there as well as plenty of people 

that have held the positions before as valuable guides and, of course a strong 

Committee behind you so you are never alone. Feel free to call and discuss at any 

time. 

I think we have a busy year ahead. See you soon. 

 

 

The Year ahead - PROBUS President Acceptance 2025 

Thank you to the committee past and the soon to be present for the support now and in the future. 

I would also like to acknowledge and honour the Traditional / Original committees, our elders past and 

present and pay respects to those who have contributed to and made this a great club, we thank you. 

Might I add I am definitely not the Politician so if I say anything that offends or make an overly hasty 

comment or decision, I do not mean to offend. Suffice to say I love an environment where people can speak 

up without fear of being wrong or making a mistake.  

Robert came up with the quote on Tuesday that “offence is not given, it is taken” which describes something 

that my mum taught me by example and something we all should remind ourselves of but not without the 

other part of the equation, that is, to treat others how you would have them treat you. 

The point I am endeavouring to make is please feel free to speak up, you are amongst your Probus family. 

The core of Probus is FUN! We all love to have fun. The inherent ability to just have fun that we had as 

kids we tend to lose a big part of with age, responsibility and everyday life, the stress of living. It is 

something we strive for and sometimes it can be illusive, but, when supported by Fellowship and Friendship, 

many hands make light work. That is what our Probus is all about. 

Dorothy also passed on to me a lovely story she had used in the past I believe, about the Canadian Geese. 

Every year when they fly South for Winter, like us going North. They fly in a V formation as do Ibis and 

many other Flock Birds that travel distances. By working together in the “V” formation their lift is enhanced 

and drag reduced. Of course, the Lead Goose takes a heavier load but when observed you see the lead will 

regularly change so they all share the load. Another observation is that if any tire and drop out of the 

formation, other geese will join in so they are not left alone and they can catch up later. There is a bit more 

to that but the message is clear, together with a common objective and internal flexibility so the load can be 

shared amongst the flock and we can go further towards achieving what we set out for. 

So before I sound too much like a goose I will wish everyone the best of fun for the year and now we will 

wind things up so we can get the flock out of here and have some lunch, and some FUN. 

Before I forget, some numbers to reflect upon for the year ahead…… 

 

Our team: I am not sure that everyone realises the number of people that are the cogs in the wheel with our 

Probus, when we add up the Activity Teams, Committee Members, and the Exec Committee, we have 

something like 34 “roles” but with assistants and helpers that adds up to over 50 very active members.  

We see the lists but hard to appreciate all of the participants in our game, the cogs in the wheel that account 

to over 40% of our membership with assigned tasks not counting others that are willing and able to chip in. 
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With that sort of contribution, I must say this is a pretty impressive group of people and I commend you all. 

A great team with depth and plenty of reserves to guarantee our future and wellbeing. 

I pray that I can do the position justice. 

 

Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting was held on March 13th with the following outcomes: 

President - Greg Todd 

Vice President Vacant position 

Immediate Past President Yvonne Flynn 

Secretary Jennifer Willis 

Assistant Secretary Greg Willis 

Treasurer Robyn Mannes 

Assistant Treasurer Joyce Spofforth 

Trips and Tours John Campbell 

Membership Co-ordinator Robert Coppa 

Prosaye Editor Tara Coppa 

General Committee Members Kay Campbell, Geoff Crawford and Peter Williams 

 

 

Executive Committee 2025 – 2026 

Absent: Treasurer Robyn Mannes 

 

General Committee 2025 - 2026 
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April Birthdays 
2nd – Clyde Rutherford, 3rd – Marlene Dalgliesh, 4th -. Glenys Judd, 

10th – Dawn Spain, 11th – Cliff Butler,  

12th – Joyce Spofforth and Gloria Morris, 9th – Yvonne Greenall 

26th – Ian Cross 

 

Special Announcement: 

On April 21st Melva and Keith Hall will celebrate their 

70th Wedding Anniversary. A marvellous achievement. 

Do we even know what the 70th anniversary gift is?  

According to Google it’s Platinum! 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report: for details see the Minutes 

 

Please direct any financial enquiries to the Treasurer – 

 
 
 

Membership Report 

 

 The current membership stands at 112. 

In March we lost another of our number, Vale Ruth Rule 

 

 

Robert Coppa  

Accompanying this edition of Prosaye is a copy of the ‘Registration Form for Outings’.  We ask that 

ALL members printout the form and complete it with TWO emergency contacts, who are not 

members of Probus.  So far, we have only had 51 responses (out of 112). Please fill out and return 

this form to comply with our insurance policy in the event of an emergency. 

 

Book Exchange.  

If you have books at home that you have read and would like to move on and 

obtain some cheap (Free) reading material, please see Kay Campbell at the 

meeting. 
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Welfare Report  

If you or if you know of any members in the club that need physical, 

emotional, or spiritual support, please contact Brian or Lyn who will 

endeavour to obtain the appropriate assistance required.  All contacts with 

Brian are confidential and are only passed onto the executive with your 

expressed permission. 

 

Brian McMennemin:  

 

Guest Speaker 

 

 

Speaker for our April meeting on the 10th April will be Bill Clark 

from Bendigo RSL, whose topic will be "History of the Boer War 

Memorial Statue" situated in Pall Mall here in Bendigo. 

Co-ordinator: Pam Williams  

 

 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES – March 2025 

Morning Coffee:   

 

Date...Monday April 28th 

Time.10.00 am 

Venue..Pepper Green Farm 

40-44 Thunder St  

North Bendigo 

Come along and enjoy a cuppa, cake and chat. The retail space is a great 

place for unique gift ideas and you can wander through the farmland gardens 

 

Marlene Dalgliesh & Kay Lewis  
 

Dining Out: 

 
TBA. 

We are looking for someone to take on this role 
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Christmas in Winter 

We are excited to announce this year's 'Christmas in Winter’ will be exclusive to our Probus. 

Date: 24th July 

Time: 12 noon 

Place: The Kennington Tavern 

Price: $44 per person 

This price will include a delicious two course Christmas dinner with gluten free options + Tea and Coffee. 

Drinks can be purchased at the bar. 

Dress: Lots of Christmas green and red, silver and gold 

There will be a sign-up sheet, to add your name, at the April Meeting.  

Money will be paid into the General Business Account (BSB 633-000 A/C No 112460589) before  

July 10th. 

For information, please speak to Sally Conroy, Marg Crawford or John Campbell 

Your Christmas in Winter Committee. 

 

Wine Appreciation: 

 

Our next wine adventure will be held Sunday April 27th, 1.30pm. 

Hosted by Dennis & Helen Higgins  

‘Gresmere Park’ vineyard 

58 Mannes Lane, Strathfieldsaye. 

The wine tasting will take place in a shaded area.  Dennis will supply tables, 

and red wine for tasting. 

BYO: Glass 

 Chair 

 Nibbles to share 

For those who do not drink red wine, you are more than welcome to bring 

your own white or beer 

If attending, place your name on the list provided at the meeting, one name 

per line please. 

Bon Appetit  

Joe & Marg Van Dillen       

 

Craft 

 

The Craft group will get together at 11.30 on Wednesday April 2nd, at the home of Aileen 

O’Connor, 8 George Street, Kennington. 

 Bring your own lunch, biscuits, tea & coffee provided.  Everyone is very welcome. 

 

  Enquires Maaike Honeychurch & Joan Rogan 
 

 

 

 



 

 
"fun, friendship and fellowship in retirement".  

Lunch (after the meeting) 

Lunch following the April 10th Probus meeting will be held at the, 

Farmers Arms Hotel 

1027 McIvor Hwy 

Junortoun. 

12.30pm 

There is a lunch menu + drink for $20 or A la carte menu. 

 

If attending place your name on the list provided at the meeting, one name per line please. 

Marg Van Dillen       

 

SCRABBLE: 
Scrabble will be at the home of Maaike Honeychurch,  

 

Joan Rogan 

 
WALKS  

 

 

Hello all. After our March adventure in Castlemaine (where we missed 

the Bendigo rain) our April Walk is quite local, in the Strathdale area. 

We will meet outside the Harley St Café, corner of Harley St and 

Butcher St, Strathdale at 9.30am 17 April 2025. As the walk is just 

before Anzac Day, we will pause in our walk at the Sandakan War 

Memorial in remembrance of those who fought and died in the 2nd WW. 

If the walk is not for you, please join us for our morning tea booking at 

the Harley St Café about 10.30 or so. All attendees please put your name 

on the list in the Probus hall. Thanks. 

 

Cheers, Michael Greenall 

 

Wednesday Weekly Walks (WWW) 

We have had a reasonable turnout for the WWW. On average 5 people and 2 dogs have attended.  So, if 

interested, just turn up at Strathfieldsaye PO, for an 8.30 am start. 

The 23rd April Walk is cancelled due to Jesus Christ Superstar trip. 

Cheers Yvonne  

 

F00ty Tipping 

Last chance to join in the fun.  

John Campbell  
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FAMILY HISTORY GROUP 

There will be no April Meeting for the Family History Group (because it is 

Easter Monday). 

The May (15th) meeting will be at 10.30 am at the Bendigo Library, to 

investigate what internet facilities may be available for free. eg Ancestry, 

to explore family history 

Please phone Carolyn Bartlett for further information  

 

 
TRIPS & TOURS 
Medical forms – please ensure you bring your medical card when joining any of the activities. 

 
Upcoming activities 
 
Jesus Christ Superstar is on Wednesday 23rd April 2025. Just a reminder to the members attending 

this Musical, the coach departs Crook Street Park at 8am. 

 

Phillip Island Coach Tour 

The trip to Phillip Island is 16th to 18th June.   1st instalment $300 due 1st April and balance due 18th 

May. 

 

Annie – Wednesday 6th August 

 This cost of this musical is $150 pp which includes coach travel to and from venue, a ticket and 2 

course picnic lunch at the Shrine of Remembrance. 

 

Full Loop Tasmania 

Discover Tasmania on this 11-day group tour.  Explore Freycinet, Wineglass Bay, Port Arthur, 

Gordon River Cruise, Cradle Mountain and many more destinations on your Tasmania holiday.  

Beginning and ending in Hobart, you will savor local produce and wine, venture deep into 

Tasmania’s UNESCO World heritage listed wilderness, explore the rugged West Coast and take in 

the stunning scenery of the sunny East Coast.   We have been provided with a quote, $4000 pp for a 

private 10 night/11day Tasmania tour, based on 30 passengers, in dbl/twin accommodation.  A $975 

single supplement applies for single room accommodation.  Flights are not included.   

It is planned to take this tour in October if we can get the required number of members/friends. 

 

The William Angliss Experience 

They are back in business – they have themed menu events at $40pp for a 3-course lunch.  Also, they 

are offering a Friday Lunch and tour finishing with a 2-course meal.   

I will check available dates in the next couple of months as many members have enjoyed this outing 

in the past. 
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Probus Association Victoria (PAV) 

PAV are promoting a 40th Anniversary event at Kilmore Racing, on Tuesday 20th May.  $40 for a 

two-course meal and a Free Bus from Bendigo.  Payment due 30th April. 

 

October is Probus Month 

The 10 Bendigo Probus Clubs have decided to hold an event on Wednesday 1st October at The 

Bendigo Club.  We need to advise the number of members wishing to attend by end of August. 

 
John Campbell & Marg Kerr  

 

 

On March 14th we enjoyed a great trip on the Maldon Steam Railway organized by John and Marg 

and the Trips and Tours Team. 

 

 
 

 

 

Caravans and Cabins 
Helen and Lindsay Gronow 

 
The 34 “happy campers’ have returned from Apollo Bay after a great week.  Our days were superbly well 

organised by Lindsay and Helen and the weather was ideal.  More next month. 

 

 


