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President’s Message   Dear Friends, The  Covid 19 
drama continues.  It was  a great disappointment 
that the proposed meeting had to be cancelled.   
 Developments in Victoria and NSW  are mak-
ing it very difficult  to plan  for the future.   There 
are varied opinions about aspects of the Pandemic. 
 Is wearing a mask of any great value or 
not?  How serious is the death risk? Certainly, our 
age bracket is at the highest risk but even  for the 
80+ sector, the death  rate is very low.  Around 
99% of infections are mild.  More people have died 
in motor accidents than from Covid 19.  The medi-
cal advice is predicated on the belief that death is 
the utter end. Is it?  When we were in the womb, 
we had no idea about  what lay ahead of  us and it 
seems to me that our situation now is similar. So 
keep on going, hoping that in the words of the 
great Vera Lynn song “We’ll meet again, don’t 
know where, don’t know when, But  I know 
we’ll  meet again some sunny day.” 

God bless us all,    Brian 
                                                                      
 History and Background of Incidents  

connected with early years of the Club 
By Lance Smith -Foundation President, Chats-
wood Central Probus Club Inc. October 17, 1995.  
 Background of Formation 
The Probus Club of Chatswood formed on March 
31, 1981, reached  a membership of 120 with a big 
waiting list. In August 1985 the Rotary Club of 
Chatswood decided to explore the formation of a 
second Probus Club in Chatswood . Sid Pearce was 
placed in charge of arrangements and the following 
is an extract from the Chatswood Rotary Club’s 
President’s report for 1985/86.“ The year high-
lighted several events during which we witnessed 
the formation of our second Probus Club, the Pro-
bus Club of Chatswood Central”. This new club set 
itself a maximum membership level of 70 and this 
was reached in under five months. My sincere 
thanks to Sid Pearce for a great effort.” 

The Origins of Winnie-the-poo                                                                                    
     by Harry Colebourne 

At commencement of WW1, a Canadian vet-
erinarian and soldier with the Royal Canadian 
Army Veterinary Corps was travelling to 
embark for overseas duty.   

At White River, he came across a hunter with 
a female black bear cub, whose mother the 
hunter had shot.   
AA Milne and his son Christopher Robin 
came across the bear at London Zoo and 
Christopher named his teddy bear after her.  
This became the inspiration for many of 
Milne’s fictional books about Winnie-the-
Pooh. The name of the Canadian soldier who 
donated the bear to the zoo was Harry Cole-
bourne.  His family were from the north of the 
UK.  That man was my father’s uncle, and 
whilst I never met him, this charming story 
has been with me since a child.  My father 
used to state the bear was offered to his moth-

er as a pet before it 
was left with the 
zoo, but she wisely 
declined. 
In later years we 
travelled to the UK 
and Canada and 
were able to explore 
the zoos in London 
and Winnipeg, 
where identical stat-
ues are located.  We 
also found Harry’s 
grave in the military 
cemetery and his 
home and veterinary 
surgery in Winni-

peg. I enjoy re-telling this yarn to my grand-
children, and especially our youngest grand-
son, who carries on the same name as me and 
my great-uncle. 
Harry Colebourne 

NB. Members Life Sketches jokes, personal 

news, ideas, stories or selfies Contact Bruce 

Coombes at coombes.bruce@gmail.com 

  That’s All Folks!! 
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Formation Meeting   
On 15 th. October, 1985 the Rotary Club of 
Chatswood called a meeting for 10.00 a.m. at 
Chatswood R.S.L Club for the purpose of dis-
cussing the interest and formation of a new Pro-
bus Club.  

 Picnic at Bicentennial Reserve   
      Willoughby 21/07/2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enid and Brian Copeland at picnic on Brian's 
  87th Birthday 
 
   
 
 
 
 

PAYING BY DIRECT CREDIT. The Treas-
urer is happy to accept payments for fees or 
outings by direct credit providing the payer’s 
name and reason for the payment is clearly 
shown. Details are: A/c name is Probus Club 
of Chatswood Central Inc BSB is 062140 A/c 
No is 00905257  
Probus Finances  
OpeningBalanceMay31             5,159.98 
June/July Receipts                        700.00 
                       5,859.98 
June/July Payments                      134.67                     
Closing Balance July31              5,725.31 
This represents $5,852.58 club funds less 
$127.27 related to activities. 


