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President’s Message Dear Friends

Time is flying by and still we are unable to have
our traditional meetings. I have been to the RSL but
they are still unable (or unwilling) to have gather-
ings such as ours. I tried the Bowling Club again,
but they have a restricted number which is not real-
ly satisfactory. I conducted a straw poll among
some committee and ordinary members but the
vote was against having a meeting where only 50%
could attend. So, we are still up in the air.

The Committee meeting had already decided to
hold another picnic on Wednesday 21 October at
Hallstrom Park. This small park is located on the
corner of Willoughby Rd and Small St opposite
Artarmon Rd junction. There is a bus stop at the
corner and parking in the nearby Leisure Centre
carpark, It also seemed providential that we could
induct two new members , Maxine McDowell and
Michael Kelly at that picnic as well as having a
celebratory glass of bubbly for Probus Day.  So
that is the plan. Would all you people who pray,
please pray for a fine day. I don’t think the NSW
government as yet controls the weather.

Doug Head also wants to organise a meeting via
Zoom. If this comes to pass, I would ask members
who are without internet facilities to contact those
who do and arrange to visit on this occasion. We
will have to advise the computer owners by email

Qutings Wednesday 21 October, at
11.30 am Picnic at Hallstrom
Park. This small park is located on
the corner of Willoughby Rd and
Small St opposite Artarmon Rd
junction. There is a bus stop at the
corner and parking in the nearby
Leisure Centre carpark,

December 2-4

Young Cherry Festival, Thirteen
people have booked for a three-day
On Course Tour which includes the
festival, visiting areas around
Young and seeing the beautiful
Cowra Japanese Gardens. The trip
costs $645, single supplement
$145, and Includes all meals and
admissions. 4 seats left. Contact
Carol Jones 9882 3615 from
Northbridge Probus if you are in-
terested in going.

February 8-12, 2021

Five day On Course tour includ-
ing Batemans Bay, a dolphin cruise
at Jervis Bay and Mogo Zoo. Fif-
teen seats are available for the tour.
Contact Carol Jones at Northbridge

7,What is the postcode of Newcastle?
8.What day of the week is Christmas Day
this year?

9.Who wrote “Treasure Island”?

10.How many is a gross?

Coal Loader Walk 22nd. September

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Our club has a long-standing booking at
the North Ryde RSL for our annual
Christmas Lunch. At this stage whether
it goes ahead depends on government
COVID regulations. You will be updat-
ed as information comes to hand. In the
meantime it is suggested you keep the
date free (8" December).
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1.Who preceded Queen Victoria on
the British throne? 2.What is the com-
mon name of the shrub/tree Lagerstro-

is clearly shown. Details are: A/c name is Probus Club
of Chatswood Central Inc BSB is 062140 A/c No is
00905257

Probus Finances

Opening Balance August 31 5,825.31 emia 3'Whi?h team won the NRL Membership The active mem-

September Receipts 100.00 grand final in 2018? bership stands at 79 and 4
3.925.31 4.What is the shortest book in the €rship stands a and 4 non-

September Payments 52.80 Bible? active members

Closing Bal. September 28 5,872.51 5.Which Australian city is closest to

This represents$5,999.78 club funds less $127.27 relat-

ed to activities. the Tropic of Capricorn? 6.What is the

Australian official interest rate?
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Sue Kindersley shares the trip she took in 2019
to UK and Ireland

My sister Anne and I left on a 7 week trip
to UK and Ireland and finally arrived in York on a
beautiful 26° day.

We had pre-booked our accommodation
with a handy Co-Op Supermarket downstairs. Anne
was to spend a week at a recorder school in Bever-
ley east of York.

I travelled with
her the day she
went and we were
shown around by
a friend of a
friend. I caught
the train back to
York to spend the =
week living like
one of the locals.

York has
an almost com-
plete town wall
with some inter-
esting gates. You
can walk around
most of the wall.
Before Anne left
we had a long
walk to see the
river and the
Minster and various other attractions. The next day
was 36° and there was a lot on TV about Boris
Johnson becoming Prime Minister. As it was quite
warm we were able to go on a hop on hop off bus
which gave us a good overall view of the sights.
York has some interesting narrow streets and very
crooked buildings. We had a nice lunch in air con-
ditioning to get away from the heat.

On my first day’s sightseeing on my own, I
caught a bus to Whitby which was described as the
most scenic bus route. The bus travelled through
mist across the Yorkshire Moors with heather flow-
ering. We went via the village where “Heartbeat”
had been filmed. There was the old railway station
and an old police car used in the series parked in the
main street. Whitby is where Captain James Cook
had once lived and there is a replica of The Endeav-
our ship moored in the harbour. I walked up
through the cobbled stoned streets to take the 90
odd steps up to the ruined Abbey and St Mary’s
Church which has box pews. Although still misty it
was a very steep dramatic view looking down to the
harbour and houses. I am sure the town is used for
many British programs. By the time I returned
across the Moors the weather had fined up and I had
a clearer view of quaint villages with sheep and
cattle grazing happily in the lush fields.

My next adventure was to the village of
Thirsk which is where “All Creatures Great and
Small” was filmed and where James Herriot had
been a vet. His real name was James Wight. He
started writing his books in his 50s. Saw the muse-
um with Mrs Pomphrey and Whicky Woo sitting in
the front room together with his old surgery and
some of the TV sets. I always enjoyed watching
that series probably on our black and white TV.
These days you can still watch the Yorkshire Vet on
TV.

One morning I had heard on TV news that a
new Liner Train was being launched and it was
coming into York Station. It was called Azuma.
For the occasion they were going to bring out of the
Museum the old Mallard engine. So after seeing the
trains I decided to have a day looking at the Rail-
way Museum where there are a lot of old trains.
One being the Royal train with bedrooms and even
a bathroom with a bath. There is also an old Bulle-
tin train from Japan. A real haven for railway buffs.

Another day trip I took was to Castle How-
ard. Of course that was where “Brideshead Revisit-
ed” was filmed. Ihadn’t realised that there had
been a fire in 1940 and the dome and south wing
were damaged.

When “Brideshead Revisited” was filmed in
the 1980s the damaged rooms were used with the
TV sets added and the filming helped to pay for
some repairs. The dome is complete now but
there are still some rooms needing repairs. I had
a very enjoyable time looking around York.
When Anne returned from her Recorder School,
we were off to Ireland. We flew to Belfast where
we had arranged through booking.com B&Bs.
We hired a car and found our B&B, let ourselves
in with a door code, spoke to the owner by phone
and we had the run of the place. The next morn-
ing we helped ourselves to breakfast and after
speaking with the young girl who came in to do
the cleaning, away we went sightseeing. The
reason for going to Ireland was to revisit where
our father’s parents had come from.

On our full day in Belfast we went to the
Titanic Experience via the hop on hop off bus
from the city. We had a good walk around Bel-
fast. On the second day there were some Italians
from Rome at breakfast so we tried to explain the
routine
in Eng-
lish. We
packed
the car,
set the
sat nav
and
drove to
the Gi-
ant’s
Cause-
way via
the sce-
nic coast
road.
When
we ar-
rived the
weather
was
perfect.
The rock
formations are quite amazing. We were on our
way to Londonderry where our Grandfather had
come from in 1913. We found the street where he
lived but not the house. He had been a church
warden at St Columb’s Cathedral before migrat-
ing to Sydney. Londonderry has a city wall and
we did a lot of walking along the wall and over
the Peace Bridge and through the town back to
our B&B. There is evidence of the troubles the
city has had in the past with painted murals on
some walls. After another good B&B with a
cooked breakfast which set us up for the day we
left to go towards our next B&B. On the way
stopped at Drumcliffe Church yard, the final rest-
ing place of the poet W.B. Yeats with views of
Ben Bulben Mountain. We had a delicious lunch
in the café next door.

We drove towards Enniskillen on another
wet day. Everything was so green. The cattle and
sheep were resting in the fields. I kept telling
people our cattle and sheep don’t rest often as
they are spending all their time looking for feed.
We had come from drought. We needed some of
the Irish rain in Australia. We were greeted at our
B&B by a very friendly couple Tom & Liz who
gave us afternoon tea. Tom read us a poem and
took our breakfast order for the next morning
which ended up being porridge and a real fry-up
with Tom being very chatty again. Found out
Tom had been a Dr lecturing at Belfast Uni. in
chemistry before they retired and built their B&B.

Our next stop was to see where our Grand-
mother had grown up although she had met her
husband to be in Londonderry.

We found the very small farming village
in Roscommon. We only saw 2 people. Spoke to
one and asked if he would take our photo in front
of the village name.
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He was a cattle farmer. Next stop for the night was
Galway, called the Venice of Ireland because of the way
the rivers branch. The rivers were very fast flowing. We
had been told the salmon fly up the rivers at some times
of the year. We didn’t see any but decided our lunch
should be salmon that day. Part of the city wall still
exists with a museum. There are some statues in the
town of Oscar Wilde and perhaps his brother Edvard.

The next part of Ireland was Dublin then back to
Belfast to fly to UK. Our grandparents married at St
Philips in Sydney after my Grandmother arrived in 1914.

The next reason for going on this trip was so
Anne could sing with her choir in Lichfield and Win-
chester Cathedrals for a week each. We met up with the
rest of the choir and “the groupies” as the hangers on
were called. We had the rest of that day free. The choir
was on duty for practice and Evensongs the next day.

Usually the choir would have a practice at 8.30am for
about an hour and we then had the rest of the day until
the afternoon practice and service.

On the first free day 3 of us took a train to Not-
tingham where we discovered the man made caves which
were built from the sandstone under the houses. These
had been used as tanneries, cellars and extra rooms.
During WW2 they were used as air raid shelters. We did
a tour with our hard hats on. After a good walk around
the city we had lunch at Ye Olde Trip to Jerusalem,
England’s oldest pub according to folklore.

The next day we had an organised bus trip to
Stratford to see Shakespeare’s Birthplace and garden and
then onto Coventry Cathedral with the ruined Cathedral
and the new modern one standing side by side. Lichfield
Cathedral has many statues around the outside walls.
One afternoon some of the group took a climb up into the
roof. The Dean and his wife put on drinks on their lawn
one afternoon (very English). There was a Food Festival
around the Cathedral one very hot weekend. We spent
some time at the Arboretum which is more like a memo-
rial park. We enjoyed our week looking around Lich-
field. Next day we were off to Winchester. On the
way we stopped in Oxford and saw some of the well-
known buildings and of course the Randolph Hotel
where Morse was filmed. There is a picture of John
Thaw in the lounge of the Hotel. When in Winchester a
side trip was to Salisbury Cathedral and Wilton the home
of the Earl of Pembroke. 22 acres of manicured parkland
and gardens, a collection of classic cars and we were able
to inspect part of the home with a collection of art by
renowned artists. It once had been an Abbey. There is a
large collection of Cecile Beaton photos.

Another side trip was to Portsmouth Historic
Dockyards where we walked through HMS Victory a
very large wooden war ship with 4 levels of canons. Not
much headroom. Then onto the Mary Rose which had
been recovered from The Solent waters. Winchester
Cathedral is another huge imposing church and has the
grave of Jane Austin inside. I met up with some cousins
of my late husband. One I last saw in 1983.

After the week, some of the group left and the
rest of us went to Cambridge for the next 2 nights. We
were shown around one of the colleges by the husband of
the first female master who is Australian. We toured
Kings College and the town. We did a side trip to see
Ely Cathedral and some of the choir were able to put on
an impromptu performance in the Lady Chapel.

We then travelled onto London for a couple of
nights. Our hotel was near Albert Hall and Kensington
Palace and Gardens. Caught a bus to Hyde Park Corner
and saw the Australian Memorial Wall. Did a very long
walk to Buckingham Palace for old times’ sake and then
walked along the Embankment to St Paul’s Cathedral.

Our last walk before flying home was through Ken-
sington Gardens and saw Diana’s Fountain. It had been
the Anniversary of Diana’s death. There were flowers
on the gate of the palace. Our trip was coming to an end.
We flew to Sydney and back to reality.

That’s All Folks



