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President’s Message  Fellow Probians and 
Guests, Good Morning and welcome to our 
November meeting. 
  The last meeting it was a happy one for 
our club, we had three new members and three 
visitors in Linda Lam-Rohles, Jill Whitney and 
Joan Davis we hope that they find us attractive 
enough to spur them on to become full mem-
bers.  
 Our last speaker, Sancha Donald, manager 
of Radio 2RPH, gave us an in-depth discussion 
of the working and direction of the Radio Sta-
tion, we wish them best of luck, many of our 
members were interested and some had good 
memories.  
 Next meeting is our “Annual Christmas 
Lunch” at Ryde RSL. Please everybody to 
attend. Notice that the AGM is not far away 
and we still are short of nominations please 
think the future of the Club is at stake. 
 In this message I would like to share with 
you something of my first days in Australia, 
with my knowledge of school English and 
poor speaking every effort was to learn as 
much as possible. Not long after my arrival we 
were having a family dinner and as always the 
discussion is very lively all my attention was 
to listen and listen to the talking and how 
much I could learn and soon was said; what a 
chap or a good chap (You don’t hear it much 
these days) I turned to my young relative next 
to me asking for the meaning and he said ho! 
A young man a bloke, I liked it and at home 
looking in my dictionary and books for the 
word bloke I came to this; 

The BLOKE 
I have been looking up the Oxford Dictionary 
and find  that the word “Bloke”, like most 
other words is of uncertain origin, some say 
some say it was a derivate from the French 
language or Welsh, nobody can persuade me 
that it came from England. I am certain that 
the splendid monosyllable first took shape in 
an English brain. It is the most satisfying of 
the many English efforts to find a substitute 
for the inexpressive “man or person “. We do 
not like saying that any one is a curious man 
we say he is a good chap or a quaint customer 
or a weird bird or a funny sort of a feller, the 
list is endless “ BLOKE “ is the best of them 
all. It is slang at present but like all really 
good slang words it will became standard Aus-
tralian and finally it will became stale and 
colourless, meanwhile, well, it is good enough 
for me.  Thank you for reading it.    

     Vince  

Tuesday February 13 Dept. Fair Trading 

The speaker will tell us all about the pro-

spect of being ripped off, and how to 

avoid this. 

Wednesday January 17  Annual lunch at 

the Willoughby Hotel  

 February Proposed Trip to the Tennis Mu-

seum at Olympic Park 

Contact Enid Copeland on 9958 4976 for 

details 

Thursday March 8 Venue: The 1840 Mulla 
Villa Homestead, Great North Road, Wol-
lombi .Departure from Railway Street, 
Chatswood Station at 930AM.  Cost: $55 
per head. Family and friends and our other 
local Probus clubs are welcome to join us 
Bookings by phoning Doug Grant on 
9420 1212. 
Birthdays in November Pam Bradwell ,John 
Edler, Kath Rawlinson, Belle Flynn, Margaret 
Taylor, Stan Duff. 
Birthday Draw Congratulations to David 
Dickinson on winning a bottle of wine last 
month. Similar prize this month. 
Finance  
Opening Bal. 28 Sept.                 2,973.95 
October Receipts-                       1,105.50              
                                                     4,079.45 
 October Payments-                        187.92 
Closing Bal. October 31-  3,891.53 
This represents $2,784.22 Club funds and 
$1,107.31 related to activities.  
Membership  The active membership 
stands at 74 and 5 non-active members 
N.B. Members Life Sketches  
Contact Bruce Coombes to send your Life 
Sketch on coombes.bruce@gmail.com 
Visitors  When visitors attend advise Wel-
coming Officer, Kathy Gould                                                
Probus Web Site Photos taken on Club 
Outings etc. are sought by Ron 
Humpherson for possible sharing via the 
site. Contact Ron at Ph.80214104 
rhumpherson@optusnet.com.au 
Computer Help Ron Humpherson is 
happy to try and help with any ques-
tions or problems you might have 
about computers. After our meetings 
he will usually be available to have a 
chat. It is not essential but if possible it would be 
good to let him know beforehand what the subject 
is.It can then be announced at the meeting in case 
there are others with the same concern. 

            

    That's all Folks!! 

Today’s Meeting  Don McPhail will talk to  
us about how “Chatswood is Changing”                                                                                
 Don was born at Artarmon on October 
16, 1928. After 9 years at Artarmon the 
family moved to Chatswood. Don lived at 
Leura during 1942 before returning to 
Chatswood. Don was educated at Mowbray 
House School, Chatswood; Katoomba Inter-
mediate High School and Sydney Grammar 
School, passing the Leaving Certificate at 
the end of 1945. 
Tuesday December 5  Christmas Lunch at 
the North Ryde RSL. Cnr Pittwater and 
Magdala Roads, North Ryde in The Grand 
Pittwater Function Centre. Cost $46.00 p.p. 
for 2 Course Buffet Lunch. Please pay to-
day. Meet there at Noon for 12.30 pm. . 
Contact Doug Head on 9498 1164 for fur-
ther details 
October 10 Attendance 53  The speaker last 
month was  Sancha Donald who was recent-
ly appointed General Manager of Radio 
2RPH. 
Next Outings  NB If paying with cash for 

outings please have the correct money!! 

Thurs 16 – Sat 18 Nov 
LINDESAY CHRISTMAS GIFT FAIR 
10am to 4pm-1 Carthona Ave, Darling 
Point.  Enquiries 9363 2401  
 This is not a Club activity but advertised 
as some of our number attended last year. 
Those who wish to go should make their 
own arrangements. 
Tues 21 November Annual SEAFOOD 

BBQ venue at Bobbin Head    Departs North-

bridge Golf Club at 2pm and returns approx 

8.45pmThis year our Seafood BBQ event de-

parts after lunch with a rambling drive to the 

Sydney Fish Markets. Leaving the Fish Markets 

we will travel to the picturesque Lane Cove Riv-

er for afternoon tea. From there we will proceed 

to Bobbin Head where we will be setting up for 

our seafood dinner (alternative meal availa-

ble).Cost is $85pp including afternoon tea, Na-

tional Park entry, three course 

seafood BBQ dinner with des-

serts and drinks Bookings be-

ing taken from September 

meeting.Contact Peter McNair of Northbridge  

Combined Probus Club on  9929 1250 to book 

the above tour 

COMING UP IN 2018 

January 9  Jeanette Sweedman will tell 

us about her job as an Airport Counsellor 
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