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President’s Message 
 Fellow Probians and Guests. Good 
morning and welcome to our meeting. 
 Please allow me to give a special 
Thanks of gratitude to our Vice President, 
Meryl Hanford for so ably and at short 
notice chairing our last meeting, again 
thank you very much Meryl after the 
medical care my left hand with my prob-
lematic finger is back to normal. 
 Well Fellow Probians, we are almost 
at the end of Summer and those awful 
days of 40 degrees and high 30 maybe are 
over, who knows, when the only cooling 
place was the beach, glorious beach, well 
done, we came back home red as a fresh 
cooked lobster but happy and relaxed. 
 Many thanks to Doug, our Secretary 
for a quick change of venue for our pic-
nic, we adjourned to the local pub and 
what a beautiful idea it was, about twenty 
members were present all had a good time 
and went home very happy, thanks Doug 
good thinking. 
 We are back for our February meeting 
and I was thinking of the next one, March 
will be our  General Meeting and the Club 
always needs new faces, please consider 
nominating. 
 Now I say have a great meeting, have 
a good chatter, reminisce the past holiday 
and above all;    GOOD FELLOWSHIP. 

         Vince    
NOTICE OF MOTION  Notice is given of the 

intention to move a motion at the Gen-
eral  Meeting of members of the Probus Club 

of Chatswood Central Inc., on Tuesday 14th 

March 2017, to increase the annual member-

ship fee from $35 to $45 per head. Club 

Treasurer Doug head has advised that this is 

due to a loss incurred in the current year due 
both to below-budget income and above-

budget expenditure. Accordingly the Man-

agement Committee recommends an increase 

in the annual fees to maintain the Club's finan-
cial 'health'.  

 

Todays Meeting Devon Barnes 

speaks to us today. The title of her 

talk is "The Learning Brain and the 

Science of Neuroplasticity"  Dev-
on has almost 40 years experience 

working with children and adults with speech, 

language, literacy and learning problems. 
 

January Attendance  42 John Ives from Heron 
Airlines Tours told us about some of the tours 
he conducts  
March 14 Will be the Annual General Meet-
ing.  All elected positions be-
come vacant, requiring nomina-
tions for the positions of Presi-
dent, Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer and 10 other members 
to make up the management committee. 
N.B. It is proposed that following the meeting 
a lunch  will be held at the Ipoh restaurant . 
Contact Kathie Gould today so that she can 
book the venue 
April 11 Connie Scurr on travelling in Africa 

and raising funds for an orphan  school 
venture in Malawi.  
Next Outings  NB If paying with cash for 
outings please have the correct money!! 
Mon FEB 27 @ 11am LITERARY LUNCH 
Cost $40 SUSANNAH FULLERTON returns with 
guest star OSCAR WILDE Please think about 
making up tables of eight with family and 
friends. I need 60+ to break even! Contact 
Peter Lesly Pitts of Northbridge Combined 
Probus Club on  8540 0975  
22– 24 March 2017 GLOUCESTER, GREAT 

LAKES & PORT STEPHENS. This three-day 
tour will take in the world heritage listed Barrington 
Tops, Gloucester, historic Stroud, 
and the remarkable Buckets, 
which will be vividly contrasted 
with the spectacular scenery of 
the Forster coastline, the Great 
Lakes and the Port Stephens 
towns of Hawks Nest and Tea Gardens.  Cost 
per person is $585* with ss $100.This includes lux-
ury coach travel, accommodation and all meals. 
REGISTRATIONS NOW BEING TAKEN 

(*conditions apply) Contact Peter McNair of 
Northbridge Combined Probus Club on  
9929 1250 
Tues. April 18 SHOALHAVEN RIVER 
CRUISE,  NOWRA & BERRY The 
Shoalhaven River is beautifully picturesque and our 
2 hour morning tea cruise will take us upstream to 
Red Rock.  This afternoon we will head down-
stream on the coach to Greenwell Point towards the 
river mouth and enjoy a delicious2 course Plough-
man’s picnic lunch with wine and juice provided. 
After a brief tour through Nowra (with settlement 
dating back to the 1820’s) we will pause at Berry 
for a little retail therapy. This delightful village has 
become an arts and craft destination and attracts 
many visitors each year  
 Cost per person is $90.00 and includes the two 
hour morning cruise, 2 course picnic lunch and 
coach transport. Departs at 8.00am promptly and 
returns at approximately 5.00pm. 30 people min.  
 LAST PAYMENT in MARCH. 

 

Late July -  2 Day Tour BLUE MOUN-

TAINS WINTER YULEFEST staying at 
the refurbished Carrington Hotel 
Thurs 28 Sept. day trip to the Hunter 
Gardens 
 27 Oct. to 3 Nov. 8 day trip to Yamba 
and the Jacaranda Festival 
Contact Peter McNair of Northbridge 
Combined Probus Club on  9929 1250 
 
Birthdays in February Nina  Korhonen, 
Vince Canalese, Cecily Hayes,  Carol 
Marriot,  Ian Robertson, Kay temple 
 
Birthday Draw Congratulations to  Doug 
Head on winning a bottle of wine last 
month Similar prize this month. 
 
Finance  
Opening Bal. Dec.31,2016   2,800.91 
 January Receipts-                 1,148.00  
      3,948.91                 
January Payments-                    188.50                      
Closing Bal. January 31         3,760.41                              
 This represents $2,507.10 club funds and 
$1,253.31 to activities.  
Membership  The active membership 
stands at 72 & 5 non-active members 

N.B. Members Life Sketches  
Contact Bruce Coombes to send your 
sketch on coombes.bruce@gmail.com 
 
Visitors  When visitors attend advise Wel-
coming Officer, Kathy Gould                                                   
Probus Web Site Photos taken on Club 
Outings etc. are sought by Ron 
Humpherson for possible sharing via the 
site. Contact Ron at Ph.80214104 and 
rhumpherson@optusnet.com.au 
Computer Help Ron Humpherson is hap-
py to try and help with any 
questions or problems you 
might have about comput-
ers. After our meetings he 
will usually be available to 
have a chat. It is not essential but if possi-
ble it would be good to let him know be-
forehand what the subject is.It can then be 
announced at the meeting in case there are 
others with the same concern. 
         

 That's all Folks!! 
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John Watts was born at Ingham, Nth. Queensland on May 16, 1929.  
 His father was manager of the local branch of the Commercial Banking Co. of Sydney. Ingham was the 
centre of an Italian sugar farming community, so when he first went to school, he was one of very few non-
Italian kids attending. John’s father’s next move was to Mackay in 1936. Mackay was a wonderful place for a 
growing lad to live in a “Huckleberry Finn" type existence.  
 There were so many simple pleasures available in that coastal city. All that came to a sudden halt in Jan-
uary 1942 when at the age of  12, with the looming threat of a Japanese invasion, John’s sister Helen and he, 
and most of the other kids in Mackay were sent south. They both finished up in Warwick on the Darling 
Downs, Helen at the Presbyterian Girls College, John, at the Scots College. At Easter in 1942, there was an-
other shock when the Scots College was commandeered by the Army for a military hospital. All of the stu-
dents were sent to a farm at Toolburra where a makeshift school was set up. The older boys were mostly sons 
of farmers and were put to work converting shearing sheds into classrooms and constructing fibro clad dormi-
tories. Younger kids like John couldn’t be trusted with a hammer so they whiled away many days catching 
yabbies in the nearby Condamine River. They were great days and John developed much expertise in yabbie 
harvesting.  
 Somehow, he passed the scholarship examination that year. By year end, his parents had moved to Syd-
ney, so Helen and John rejoined them and John has lived in Sydney ever since except for a year in Perth and 2 
years in Chicago. He finished his formal education at Sydney Grammar School and Sydney Technical College 
pursuing an Electrical Engineering career. His first job was with T.S.Skillman and Co. who made carrier tele-
phone equipment. They thought they were at the leading edge of technology when they could have 64 tele-
phone conversations over one pair of wires....that pales into insignificance when compared with the tens of 
thousands of simultaneous conversations held over a single channel of today's technology. In 1951, John had 
an offer he could not refuse.  
 It was to join I.B.M. at the very start of Data Processing. A little later, Bill Tait and Ray Ctercteko also 
joined I.B.M.. It was an era of endless opportunity which they all enjoyed. 
 John became Manager of I.B.M.’s Customer Engineering in 1957 
 In October 1960, wedding bells pealed when John married Marjorie Flower and together, they set about 
building a house in St. Ives and raising a family.  
 Their son Philip was born in 1961 and Sue in 1963. Meanwhile, John was made Director of Customer 
Engineering for the Australia New Zealand Region in 1962 and joined the board of I.B.M. Australia during 
1967 and 1968. He was seconded to the I.B.M. Corporation in the United States and assigned for 2 years as 
Personnel Manager for the Mid-West Region for Field Engineering. Living in Chicago was quite an experi-
ence for the family and it was there that their youngest daughter Penny was born. They made a lot of good 
friends in Chicago. Back home in 1970, John resumed his role as Director of Customer Engineering until 
1975 when he became Director of Organisation, a role which encompassed many facets of the I.B.M. manage-
ment system.  
 In 1982 ,I.B.M. was in the process of building a new headquarters as well as new branch office buildings 
and John was made Director of Real Estate and Construction. This too was an extremely satisfying role as 
they designed and built physical facilities to support a new company culture.  
 John retired.....in a formal sense in April 1986 but continued to work as a consultant for I.B.M. through 
to 1990. John’s working career was something he would not have missed for anything. He travelled the world, 
quite a bit being with his wife and children and participated in fascinating activities. In retirement, he has dis-
covered there is no such thing. There are endless community activities and of course, now, there are three 
grandchildren!  
 The good Lord had been kind to him healthwise. He was a keen bushwalker, canoeist, skier, speleolo-
gist, and camper having honed those skills in the Scouting movement. These days, he has sold his motorbikes 
and returned to cycling which he finds very enjoyable and also good safe exercise. Besides family pursuits, he 
is also passionately fond of good music, particularly from big pipe organs, and he still dabbles in house reno-
vations at their hideaway on the far south coast.  
 They also have a motor home which they enjoy for travelling around this wonderful country. John and 
Marj. are partial to overseas travel adventures of which they have had quite a few. Life is good and he is 
grateful to be able to share in the love and comradeship of his family and a lot of wonderful friends 
John joined this Club in 1997. He was Outings Officer(2000) and Vice President (2001), President (2002) 
 


