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air of Northbridge

President’s Message Contact Peter McN

Fellow Probians and Guests Good Wednesday 27th. July ~ The Museum | Combined Probus Club on 9929 1250
Morning, of Contemporary Art. This is an Australi- | for details.

Here we are at our first meeting of the | an museum solely dedicated to exhibiting, | Tues 29th.. November

year (the fiscal one I mean) and our sec- | interpreting and collecting contemporary | A NNUAL TWILIGHT SEAFOOD
ond month of winter and what a second | art, both from across Australia and around BB PALM BEACH
month it has been !!!! snow everywhere. |the world. It is housed in the Art Deco- Qat 378

The Blue Mountains have had their | Style former Maritime Services Board We leave NBGC at 1.15pm for the Syd-
share of snow and we in Sydney freeze Building on the western edge of Circular | ney Fish Markets to collect fresh seafood
but few cups of hot tea and the company Quay. Meet at the Entrance foyer at for our annual twilight BBQ. From the
of the old radiator make life a little better | 10:45 a-m. Contact Doug Granton 9420 | markets we travel to the lovely Lane

1212 for details Cove River area for afternoon tea and

and more comfortable. from there to the Northern Beaches with

Taking a leaf from our last speaker, Tuesday 16th AUGUST GEORGES RIV- | its sublime views where we learn about

Mr. Phlhp Wood, we cannot control ER & BOTANY BAY CRUISE Cost the rich history from a local guide. We
what is natural to happen. $75 p.p. Departs 9.30am from North- will travel through the suburbs of

We .had our federal election at the bridge Golf Club. Commencing with a Turimetta, Warriewood, Mona Vale,
beginning of the month and surely all of | Bags and Flinders cruise with full commen- Bungan and Newport Beaches past
us have done our duty and voted. tary, we will depart from Sans Souci for a | Bilgola, Avalon and Whale Beach before

In Europe instead they are having a | 1'% hour scenic trip through Sylvania Wa- | settling in at the Palm Beach picnic area
little bit of a problem because of the re- | ters, Kogarah Bay, Blakehurst, Oatley and | on the shore between Pittwater and the
sult of the referendum and the U.K. is Lugarno before disembarking for a two golf course to enjoy our three course
getting out of the European Community, | course lunch at the St George Motor Boat | BBQ dinner
sure they are old enough and will adjust. | Club, with views over the Georges River. | Contact Peter McNair of Northbridge

A reminder too that we have a vacan- | Following lunch we will head to the coast- | Combined Probus Club on 9929 1250
cy on the Committee for an Outings Of- line with a visit to the Cronulla beaches . ) .
ficer. Please see me if you are interest- | and Port Hacking. Minimum 30 required | Birthdays in July Brian Copeland, Peter
ed!! Contact Peter McNair of Northbridge James, Bill Tait, Marlene Doublé

That is all from me, have a happy and Combined Probus Club on 9929 1250

Birthday Draw Congratulations to Kathy

jovial meeting. Gould on winning a bottle of wine last

] Vinee . SUN Sept 4" — FRI. Sept 9" month Similar prize this month.
Todavs Meetm}.' RObyn MaSOl:l will talk 6 Day Tour DUBBO/MUDGEE/ GUL-
to us about Macular Dege.nerajuon. GONG and HILL END Finance
Robyn has a background in science and | §1,085pp + $385ss.This comprehensive Opening Balance May 31  3,295.10
health education tour not only features Mudgee’s heritage | June Receipts- 305.00
August 9 A representative from the and wineries, the Western Plains Zoo and 3,600.10
NSW State Library will talk to us about | the new Dubbo Regional Cultural Centre. | June Payments- 134.60
the State and Mitchell Libraries, We will also visit historic Gulgong and | Closing Balance-June 30 3,465.50
Last Meeting Attendance 55 Philip enjoy the Henry Lawson Centre and bush | This represents $3,308.19 club funds and
Wood told us about Climate Change concert. We will be doing a town tour of [ $157.31 relating to activities.
Scepticism .Strictly about science and Bathurst and then visit the gold mining _ .
non political. heritage centres at Hill End and Sofala. Membership The active membership
Next Qutings In addition we will also enjoy a pottery |stands at 74 with 5 non-active members.
NB If paying with cash for outings demonstration at Lue. The Mudgee Honey N.B. Members Life Sketches on next
please have the correct money!! Haven and more before returning home pages o .
Thursday 21 July. Piemonte Café Res- | through the upper Hunter, Denman and Visitors When visitors attend a meeting
taurant 287 Mona Vale Road, (same ad- Merriwa. advise Welcoming Officer, Kathy Gould

: . The tour includes 2 nights at the Probus Web Site Photos taken on Club
Hills Flower Markets). gms at ] :
dress as Hills Flower are s). o via Mudgee Parklands Hotel and 3 nights at Outings etc. are sought by Ron
Myoora Rd, Terrey Hills for a Christmas the Dubbo Cattleman’s Country Motel. All | Humpherson for possible sharing via the
in July lunch at 12.30. Cost $30.00. Con- y :

tact Brian or Enid Copeland on 9958 meals included, site. Contact Ron at

- Minimum 30 required. rhumpherson@optusnet.com.au
4976 for details Final payment iI(ll July
That's all Folks!!
President Vince Canalese 9412 1294 Vice President Meryl Hanford 9449 4533 Secretary Doug Grant 9420 1212
Treasurer Doug Head 9498 1164/ Mob.0408 489 732 Bulletin Bruce Coombes 9419 2727/ Mob.0403 780 212
Outings Vacant Welcoming Kathy Gould 9954 5621/ Mob.0413 636 816
Membership Bob Failes 9417 5217 Speakers Brian Copeland 9958 4976 /Mob.0439 958 497

Committee Member Enid Copeland 9958 4976 Committee Member Lyn Cockerill 0400110534
Club Services John Bennett 9419 4196 Welfare Lyn Tayler 9419 8070 IPP Don McPhail 94121872
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Don McPhail was born at Artarmon on October 16, 1928. After 9 years at Artarmon the family moved to
Chatswood. Don lived at Leura during 1942 before returning to Chatswood. Don was educated at Mowbray House
School, Chatswood; Katoomba Intermediate High School and Sydney Grammar School, passing the Leaving Cer-
tificate at the end of 1945.

He spent the four years 1946-49 studying engineering at the University of Sydney, graduating Batchelor of
Engineering in Mechanical and Electrical Engineering in 1950. These were the first post-war years with a very
large increase in student numbers as service personnel resumed studies. The University rose to the challenge and
coped wonderfully. There were no other universities in Sydney at the time.

Don played social tennis and occasional (not good) golf in his early days.

As required for the engineering course he undertook six months of practical industrial experience during
1948-49. Being interested in electrical and communications equipment he worked at Standard Telephones and Ca-
bles Pty. Ltd. (now Alcatel Australia) at Alexandria, Sydney. At the completion of University studies he returned to
work at S.T.C. on a permanent basis, commencing in March, 1950. This was a very good choice as he remained
with this Company until his retirement. After the war communications engineering changed rapidly as wartime
technology and new inventions such as the transistor, integrated circuits, optical fibre and digital technology were
applied to the telecommunications network in Australia. He spent his early years on the design of long-line trans-
mission equipment for trunk line telephones which the Company supplied to the P.M.G’s Department, later Tele-
com and Telstra. Multi-wire telephone lines along country roads connected to this type of equipment in telephone
exchanges.

In the 70’s and 80’s he was responsible for the management of design engineering departments and involved
in the management of the quality assurance of manufacturing functions across the Company. Don had the oppor-
tunity to travel overseas to visit associated Companies and to attend conferences. He retired in July,1988. In retire-
ment Don continued his active involvement with the Anglican Church at Willoughby and through the Synod of
Sydney Diocese. He activated his long time hobby of bookbinding. He increased his interest in the ancient history
and archaeology of the Mediterranean region by study tours in 1989 and 1992 and membership of the Near Eastern
Archaeological Foundation at Sydney University. Don continued his interest in gardening and house maintenance,
woodwork, furniture making and metalwork. During 1992-95 he assisted in researching the material for the cen-
tenary history of S.T.C.-Alcatel entitled “Calling the World” which the Company published in the centenary year,
1995.

Don is not married and still lives in the family home in Chatswood
Don joined our Probus Club in 1994 and in 2016 became President.

Doug Grant was born in Melbourne in August 1938. He Matriculated from Melbourne High School in
1957.Established a small recording business—Coolibah Records in 1959. He graduated with Fellowship Diploma
in Communications Engineering from Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology in 1963.

In 1964 Doug commenced employment with PMG’s Department Central Office in Jolimont, Melbourne as
an Engineer Class 1 in the Television Internal Plant area.

In 1966 he moved to Sydney to take up the post of Engineer Mobile Operations at the Australian Broadcast-
ing Commission’s Sydney TV Studios (ABN-2).

1971-73 Doug was seconded to UNESCO as a Broadcasting Engineering Expert to help set up the National
Broadcasting Training Centre in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia for Radio Television Malaysia.

1974-1979 returned to the ABC Head Office involved in procuring equipment for colour conversion, then
returned to ABN-2 as Senior Engineer Installation.

1979 seconded to the International Telecommunications Union to carry out a survey on behalf of the ITU
and the Asia Pacific Broadcasting Union of Engineers training needs in the Asia Pacific region—based in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia.

1980 returned to the ABC and promoted to Director of Engineering (NSW) in 1984.

Appointed to Assistant Federal Head of TV Capital Works in 1985. Doug transferred to ABC Radio in 1988
and joined the Ultimo Project as Project Leader responsible for all on-air studios and associated areas.

In 1991 he left the ABC and established an audio/video production business, In Sync Productions, in partner-
ship with a former ABC engineer.

Associated with 2NSB-FM Chatswood Community Broadcaster as Technical Engineer and as a Broadcaster
from 1992-2000. Doug returned to the ABC on contract on 3 occasions between 1993 and 1999, adding to 5 years
extra service.

In 2000 Doug established a radio production business ‘Oz Wireless Works’ in partnership with a Sydney
broadcaster. For the last 2 years he has been compiling a book, ‘Alright Leaving Here—50 Years of ABC Tech-
nical Service’, which is due for release in July 2007.

In 2007 Doug joined our Club and thereafter became the Vice president and later Secretary.

Doug’s other interests include music, theatre, travel and Aussie Rules Football (Sydney Swans).

Doug was elected President in 2013 after a year as the Secretary of our Club and now is Secretary
again in 2014-2016




